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who atone' for political deprivation by domestic faith, and cher- 
ish the ideal of nationality by sequestered devotion to the sen- 
timent whose realization they consider not impracticable, but 
postponed. The fairest and the wisest of the group so fondly 
read in a little volume throughout the voyage, that we could 
not restrain a desire to know the title of her vade-mecum, es- 
pecially as every time the sea-breeze stirred its pages a wild, 
melancholy frontispiece was revealed. It was the Ultime Lettere 
d' Jacopo Ortis. Years afterward, in America, we saw an 
exiled scholar of the same fair land continually solacing him- 
self with a book inscribed with the farewell autograph of his 
most cherished friend. It was the Viaggio Sentimentale, trans- 
lated by Didimo Chierico. Thus early and impressively were 
the actual and the assumed name of Ugo Poscolo associated 
in our thought with that intimate and household fame which 
is the dearest tribute humanity pays to genius. 



Art. XIII. — CRITICAL NOTICES. 

1. — ^Elements of Medical Jurisprudence. By Theodric Rometn 
Beck, M. D., LL. D., and John B. Beck, M. D. Eleventh Edi- 
tion, with Notes by an Association of the Friends of Drs. Beck ; 
the whole revised by C. R. Gilman, M. D., Professor of Medical 
Jurisprudence in the College of Physicians and Surgeons of New 
York. Philadelphia: J. B. Lippincott & Co. 1860. 8vo. pp. 
xxiv., 884, 1003, Index 23 columns. 

This work appeared nearly forty years ago, and at once took the 
distinguished rank which it still retains, as the standard authority 
upon one of the most important subjects which can engage the attention 
of lawyer, physician, or citizen. It was republished in London, with 
notes by Dr. Dunlap, as early as 1825 ; was republished in that city 
no less than three times ; and was translated into German and pub- 
lished at Weimar in 1828. A writer in the Edinburgh Medical and 
Surgical Journal, in 1824, says : — 

" At length the English language may boast that it is possessed of a general 
work on medical jurisprudence, which will not only stand comparison with the 
best of the kind that the Continent has produced, but which may also be re- 
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ferred to by every medical jurist as a monument worthy of his science, and 
as a criterion by which he is willing that its interest and utility should be 

tried We may securely assert, that a work on the subject is not to be 

found in any language which displays so much patient and discriminating 
research, with so little of the mere ostentation of learning." 

The eminent Professor of Medical Jurisprudence in the University 
of Edinburgh, Dr. Thomas Stewart Traill, says, in the Encyclopaedia- 
Britannica, that Beck's treatise is " the best work on the general sub- 
ject which has appeared in the English language." The author of the 
" Popular and Practical Introduction to Law Studies " remarks : — 

" The best work by far upon the subject of Forensic Medicine, of all those 
which have come under the author's notice, is the Medical Jurisprudence of 
Dr. Beck, which is not only an instructive, but a highly interesting work." 

It will be observed that these eulogistic notices apply to the earlier 
issues. The tenth edition, published in 1850, was not only carefully 
revised, but also enlarged to the extent of several hundred pages, — 
numerous and important additions being made to almost every chapter. 
In the Eleventh Edition we find incorporated the large and latest man- 
uscript collections of the deceased author, and valuable contributions 
by Drs. D. Tilden Brown, R. H. Coolidge, Austin Flint, B. W. Mc- 
Cready, Samuel St. John, John Watson, J. P. White, and the editor, 
C. R. Gilman. But we will let the editor speak for himself: — 

" After the death of T. Eomeyn Beck, it was ascertained that he had, with 
characteristic industry, collected a large amount of matter for a new edition 
of his treatise on Medical Jurisprudence. These materials were by his family 
placed in my hands, with a request that I would prepare the new edition for 
the press. Conscious of my own inability to do justice to such a trust, I 
sought aid from the friends of Dr. Beck. The required assistance was cheer- 
fully rendered, and I was soon enabled to place most of the more important 
chapters in competent as well as friendly hands. In this way I hope that the 
public are assured of a good edition of the book, while the friends of the au- 
thor have a very welcome opportunity to pay a sincere and well-deserved 
compliment to the memory of a wise and good man. The names of the gen- 
tlemen who united with me in this labor of love and respect are subjoined. 
I hope the list will serve as a guaranty that something has been done in this 
edition, if not to elevate the character, at least to add to the usefulness of a 
work which, at home and abroad, has been recognized as an honor to the 
medical literature of our country." 

In view of the formidable array of professional learning now zeal- 
ously contributing to the illustration of this department of science, how 
forcibly are we impressed with its altered status, as compared with its 
position half a century ago, when 
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" Mr. Perceval, in the House of Commons, declared that he was at a loss to 
understand what they [the Fox ministry] could mean by the appointment of 
a Professor of Medical Jurisprudence ; he could not comprehend what was 
meant by the science. Mr. Canning, in the same debate, said he could alone 
account for such a nomination by supposing that, in the swell of insolence, and 
to show how far they could go, they had said : ' We will show them what we 
can do. We will create a Professor of Medical Jurisprudence.' " — New 
"Annual Register, for 1807. 

It was still longer before the people at large — "the stuff which 
'juries ' are made of" — could be induced to take any interest in the 
subject : — 

" The ignorant state in which jurymen continually come to the considera- 
tion of points of evidence, on criminal trials, is lamentable. In regard to men 
of any habits of reading, it is really sinful ; and certainly not the less so be- 
cause the works which they ought to read and master happen to be about the 
most interesting and amusing books in the world." — Blackwood's Magazine. 

Without pausing to comment on the adjective "amusing," as used 
by this writer, it is certainly true that the volumes before us possess 
an absorbing interest ; and as every man is liable to be a juryman, it 
is every man's duty to avail himself of the knowledge thus placed in 
his hands. How many lives have been sacrificed by the wilful igno- 
rance of juries upon the points referred to in the copious Index to these 
volumes! Surely, then, a work of this character should be in every 
private as well as public library ; and as regards the lawyer and phy- 
sician, whose professional reputation requires them to know the latest 
decisions connected with their respective departments, a book brought 
down to the present year is indeed a goodly boon, and one which would 
be cheap at many times the price demanded for these volumes, — the 
beautiful workmanship of which reflects great credit upon the pub- 
lishers. 

2. — 1. A Sketch of the Life and Educational Labors of Philip Lindsley, 
D. D., Late President of the University of Nashville. By Leeot J. 
Balsey, D. D., Professor in the Theological Seminary of the North- 
west, Author of " Literary Attractions of the Bible," etc. Repub- 
lished from Barnard's Journal of Education for September, 1859. 
With Portrait. 8vo. pp. 46. 

2. The Works of Philip Lindsley, D. D., Late President of the Uni- 
versity of Nashville. Vol. I. Educational Discourses. Philadel- 
phia : J. B. Lippincott & Co. 8vo. pp. 588. With Portrait. 

Of the intellectual fathers of the generation now on the stage, Dr. 



